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BUSINESS TO BE CONDUCTED 

1. Confirmation of Previous AGM Minutes 

2. Receive and adopt the Annual Report including Financial Statements 

3. Appointment of Advisers 

4. Elections of Executive Committee - 12 Month Term 

5. General Business 

a. Setting of Membership Fees 

b. Appointment of Auditor 

c. Mount Rowan Update 

 

 

 
Masterplan 

6 Rosehill Road, Mount Rowan 
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2023 – 2024 OFFICE BEARERS 

 

President & Ex-Officio All Committees: Rick Smith 

Immediate Past President: Geoff Fisken 

Senior Vice President: Jonathan Tischler 

Junior Vice President Matt Menhennet 

Treasurer: Julian Versloot 

 

Auditors: Florence Audit & Assurance 

 

Life Members: 

K Beckett M Daunt P Fisken P Franklin 

P Fraser K Gallagher K Greenbank J Harbour 

D McKay J Molesworth E Molesworth J Nevett 

J Philips J Plush J Versloot  

 

Advisers to the Executive Committee: 

M Daunt P Franklin P Fraser  

 

Executive Committee Members: 

A Freeman B Fahy K Gallagher R Gay 

R Grieve C Molesworth E Molesworth L Molloy 

T Ross S Zammit   

 

Arts & Craft Committee: 

E Molesworth (Chair) G Archibald D Barnett K Beckett 

R Daunt L Dehnert K Draffin S Fraser 

A Gaunt C Kennedy D Notman S Shorten 

 

Cattle Committee: 

M Menhennet (Chair) Na Austin Ne Austin W Austin 

M Barry G Ford P Franklin K Gallagher 

E Gervasoni S McKay R Menhennet A Raddish 

J Raddish J Waddell   

 

 



Ballarat Agricultural and Pastoral Society Inc. 
164th Annual Report 

 
 

Finance Committee: 

M Menhennet (Chair) P Franklin K Gallagher J Versloot 

 

Horse Committee: 

T Ross (Chair)    

 

Sheep Committee: 

R Grieve (Chair) N Clements E Davis G Dehnert 

L Dehnert T Guppy J Harbour B Hartwich 

P Hartwich R Ireland J McGrath R Mills 

G Notman M Savage A Smith J Tischler 

C Tricky    

 

Show Committee: 

K Gallagher (Chair) B Aitchison K Beckett P Fitzgerald 

P Franklin P Fraser C Kennedy E Molesworth 

T Ross A Shanahan   

 

Showgrounds Development Committee: 

M Daunt (Chair) P Franklin K Gallagher R Gay 

M Menhennet C Molesworth R Smith J Tischler 

J Versloot    

 

Wine Committee: 

A Freeman (Chair) D Barnett L Brackley L Clarnette 

J Fox J Harris R Kaval B Luker 

A Mackay D Pearson   

 

Gold Members: 

R Angus L Austin R Beggs G Bingley 

M Blampey T Campana N Cartledge J Chapman 

G Clarke W Cluff M Collins C Coltman 

P Conroy W Coutts M Daffey J Davis 

J Dehnert L Dehnert H Draffin P Dunn 

R Dunn D Evans G Fisken P Fitzgerald 

K Fleay M Forbes M Ford S Fraser 
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Gold Members (Continued): 

J Freeman B Gallagher K Gallagher R Gay 

C Grills W Harrison P Hartwich G Harvey 

G Hicks S Higgs J Hinton A Hives 

D Hopkins R Kelson P Kirk A Knight 

V Little D Lowing D McCaw J McKay 

R McKay J McKinnon R McKinnon M McLean 

W McNabb E Molesworth G Notman Ga Phillips 

Gr Phillips M Righetti D Ross M Sanders 

M Savage I Selkirk R Smith J Stephen 

B Tippett R Tippett B Thomson P Walton 

M Wheaton Ri White Ro White R Wilkie 

A Wilson D Wilson   

    

 

 

 

 

2023 Junior Show Ambassador Award 

Haileigh Buttigieg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2023 Rural Ambassador Award 

Caitlin Grieve 
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2023 – 2024 PRESIDENTS REPORT 

Rick Smith 

 

This 164th Annual Report highlights the challenges and achievements 

in the historic last year of operations at the Creswick Road 

Showgrounds.  It is worth reflecting on the 90 years of occupation of 

the site, in what has been a golden era of Agricultural Show events. 

 

There are now only a few members who have lived through that complete era who can relate to 

the growth and development of BAPS during that period.  My thoughts and thanks to all who that 

have gone before us, who have made such a significant and memorable contribution to the 

Ballarat Agricultural and Pastoral Society and the wider Show and Rural sectors.  For many years 

BAPS has played an intrinsic role as a conduit between the rural and urban sectors, providing 

practical demonstrations of farmers contribution to the Australian economy.  May this continue into 

the foreseeable future. 

 

This is the end of an era.  However, whilst our showgrounds facilities have aged and deteriorated 

over time, the enthusiasm and commitment of our committees and members has not.  Our final 

year at Creswick Road has been one of our most successful and we leave with fond memories and 

enthusiasm and confidence in our future. 

 

The 2023 Spring Show was a resounding success from both a financial and attendance 

perspective, demonstrating that families still gravitate to good quality family entertainment.  Our 

challenge is to continue to provide a diversity of agriculturally related competitions, activities and 

exhibitions that attract, entertain and educate all ages and sectors of the community.  The horse 

show component was successfully conducted at the Kingston Showgrounds with the support of the 

Kingston committee.  This augured well for the expansion of equine activities at future shows at 

our new grounds, which we envisage to become an expanded horse precinct. 

 

The Wine Show and Dinner which has become a feature event in the Ballarat calendar was 

another successful event, enjoyed by vignerons, winemakers and guests with an appreciation for 

the quality of wines produced in our region.  The well organised dinner and awards night was again 

an enjoyable event with pleasing entries, quality wines, a sumptuous dinner and presentations to 

Award winners of all classes.  Thank You to Alistair Feeman and the dedicated committee that 

make this one of Ballarat most prestigious events.  We look forward in the future to conducting this 

dinner in a new function centre at Mt Rowan site. 
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2023 – 2024 PRESIDENTS REPORT (Continued) 

 

The Agricultural Ball conducted in April provided another dimension for Rural sector and broader 

public support and involvement with BAPS.  This successful event also provided a fundraising 

platform which generated significant amount of funds to support future young farmer scholarships. 

 

The 2024 Victorian Sheep Show was not only the last official event, but one of the most 

successful in its long history.  It was fitting that it was the final event at Creswick Road, given that it 

was the first official event to be conducted at the “new” showgrounds in 1933.  Congratulations to 

Rob Grieve and the Sheep Committee for their commitment and organisation which ensured we 

departed on a real high. 

 

A big thanks to Ballarat Grammar and the student volunteers who were instrumental in ensuring an 

efficient and fast set up and clean out.  We are also grateful to the State Government and Ballarat 

City Council for enabling the extension of our tenure to ensure a successful and appropriate final 

event. 

 

The sale of our Creswick Road Site was finalised in January 2024, concluding a long and proud 

history of delivering almost continuous agricultural events for over 90 years.  The sale has 

provided significant funds for the development of our new home at Mt Rowan. 

 

The relocation process was one of the most amazing activities I have witnessed during my 

tenure.  I would like to record my gratitude to the staff and the generous volunteers who relocated 

90 years of history, with military precision. 

 

It is projects like this that go un-noticed and un-rewarded but demonstrate what an amazing cohort 

of committee members and volunteers we have who contribute to our society for the benefit of the 

wider community.  Thank You. 

 

The development of the new Showgrounds, Exhibition & Events Centre (“The Grounds”) at 

Mount Rowan has progressed at an impressive rate over the past twelve months under the 

guidance of Michael Daunt and his committee with professional support from Tim Wright.  A 

significant amount of the development, including external and internal roads, paving, car parking, 

fencing, tree planting, drainage, forming of mounds and playing fields and the construction of the 

storage shed, poultry pavilion and the main Southern Exhibition Centre, are in the finishing stages 

of development. 
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2023 – 2024 PRESIDENTS REPORT (Continued) 

 

We are anticipating conducting “warm up” events by the end of the year with full sheep show and 

Spring Show to be conducted in 2025. 

 

Preliminary plans have been developed for a modern facility adjoining the Equestrian Centre to 

house our administration and reception in addition to a multifaceted function and conference 

centre.  This will form the entrance and central HUB of the precinct.  This is an exciting 

development and an integral component of the precinct that still requires additional funding to 

complete the project. 

 

We have secured an ongoing lease agreement with Federation University to enable their 

continued delivery of agricultural education on part of our site.  We consider this to be an important 

contribution to vocational training and the opportunity to communicate with the future farmers and 

rural leaders in the region, as well as encouraging their continued involvement with BAPS as they 

advance their agriculturally related careers. 

 

The relocation and transition is one of the most challenging and exciting times in the long history 

of the Ballarat Agricultural and Pastoral Society.  It is obvious that the organisation will have to 

change from a relatively traditional Showgrounds operation to a much more complex and 

commercial Exhibition, Events, Education and Entertainment precinct.  It is imperative that we 

diversify our business into other activities and events that ensures our relevance and long-term 

future. 

 

This will require a visionary and professional mindset, supported by a modern and viable business 

model to ensure we attract the exhibitions and events that will entice exhibitors and spectators 

from across the country.  It is however important at the same time not to forget our agricultural 

heritage and use our traditions and charter as an important foundation for future developments. 

 

This needs to be supported with enhanced marketing and promotion of the “new BAPS” that 

increases the diversity and quantum of our membership.  We not only need to engage with our 

supportive farming sector but promote the involvement of the broader Ballarat business sector and 

the Regions youth who are our ultimate future. 
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2023 – 2024 PRESIDENTS REPORT (Continued) 

 

Finally, I would like to acknowledge our dedicated and hard-working staff, Georgina, Jacki 

and our newly appointed Business Manager Sondra Hutton.  Thank you for your passion and 

contribution over the past year.  It hasn’t been easy with staff changes and the demands of 

conducting events during this transition phase to the new Showgrounds.  We hope they will soon 

be in more comfortable surrounds. 

 

To the Executive Team, Committees and Volunteers.  I am constantly amazed at the skills, 

dedication, commitment and enthusiasm provided by these groups and individuals, which makes 

BAPS what it is today.  You are the people who ensure BAPS remains a progressive, relevant, 

vibrant and viable organisation.  It has been my pleasure and privilege to have been the 

President of BAPS for the past four years.  It is now time to appoint a younger, forward thinking, 

visionary President that will lead us into the next chapter of BAPS long and illustrious future. 

 

 

 

 

 

Rick Smith 

President – Ballarat Agricultural and Pastoral Society. 

23rd July 2024 
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2023 – 2024 TREASURERS REPORT 

Julian Versloot 

 

I am pleased to present the Treasurer's Report for the Ballarat Agricultural 

& Pastoral Society for the financial year ending 31st March 2024.  This 

report provides a detailed overview of BAPS's financial activities throughout 

the year, emphasising our accomplishments, the challenges encountered, 

and our outlook for the future. 

 

The 2024 financial position of BAPS shows that we’ve produced another large profit of $2.43M, 

principally due to receipt of the majority of the balance of the grant monies for Mt Rowan.  After 

removing the $2.33M and minor grants & cost reimbursements, our profit reduces to a respectable 

$161,291.  This is our best adjusted surplus since I became Treasurer the 2013 year.  Given the 

changes to our circumstances, I hope that the new site gets off to a flying start and begins to 

generate us much needed income. 

 

Our total 2024 Operating Revenue excluding the Mt Rowan grant monies was $556,379, which is 

an increase of about $32,500 over our 2023 activities.  Due to our healthy cash reserves, we were 

able to earn about $187,000 of additional interest compared to last year. 

 

Our rental income was steady at about $198,000 – unfortunately we won’t be able to generate this 

level of income for the foreseeable future. 

 

Our 2024 events were a mixed bag: 

 

 Sheep Show increasing its profit by about 27% to $17,200. 

 Spring Show a decrease of 1.33% to $95,538. 

 Wine Show a 100% increase in its loss to $2,992. 

 Autumn Horse Show made a large loss; however, they hope to turn this around next time. 

 Rural Achievers Award made a profit of $3,394, after not having been held for some years. 

 

On the expense side, there were some notable large increases such as Wages up 50%, Electricity 

& Gas up 22% and Insurance up a further 28%, however these were offset by some large 

decreases – for example, Maintenance Contractors down 23%, Repairs down 45% and  
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2023 – 2024 TREASURERS REPORT (Continued) 

 

Depreciation down by 19%.  Overall, our non-event general expenses have increased by only 3% 

over last year which is very pleasing 

 

The Mt Rowan site has progressed in leaps and bounds, with BAPS spending $3.47M on 

development works and the Creswick / Rosehill Road upgrade as part of the permit condition.  

There is still much to do. 

 

The year-end Cash including Term Deposits for 2024 was $10.28M which has increased from 

$5.89M 12 months ago, due to City of Ballarat paying the remaining 50% of the contract price in 

January, and Regional Development Victoria releasing most of the balance of the original $5M 

state government monies.  Whilst our cash reserves are currently healthy, we have a projected 

shortfall in our ability to construct the Exhibition Centre to our preferred design.  We will seek 

Federal Government funding prior to the next election to assist with realising our vision. 

 

I’d like to thank our office team Keli, Georgina, Jackie and briefly Sondra, who have assisted me 

over the last 12 months. 

 

It’s my opinion that the financial position of the Ballarat Agricultural and Pastoral Society, on 31st 

March 2024 remains sound therefore enabling us to continue construction of the new site, plus as 

always promote the Society’s objectives. 

 

 

 

 

 

Julian Versloot 

Treasurer – Ballarat Agricultural and Pastoral Society. 

19th July 2024 
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2023 – 2024 EVENTS 
 
1. BALLARAT RURAL ACHIEVER’S AWARDS 

28 April 2023 
 
2. VICTORIAN SHEEP SHOW 

25 June 2023 
 
3. ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING & DINNER 

20 July 2023 
 

4. BALLARAT WINE SHOW 
17 – 19 October 2023 
28 October 2023 Presentation Dinner 

 
5. BALLARAT SHOW 

09 – 12 November 2023 
 
6. BALLARAT AG BALL 

20 April 2024 
 
7. VICTORIAN SHEEP SHOW 

23 June 2024 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
8. ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AND DINNER 

27 July 2024 
 
9. BALLARAT WINE SHOW 

October 2024 
26 October 2024 Presentation Dinner 

 
10. SHOW DINNER WITH GUEST SPEAKER 

November 2024 
 

11. BALLARAT AG BALL 
March 2025 

 
12. VICTORIAN SHEEP SHOW 

June 2025 
 
13. BALLARAT RURAL ACHIEVER’S AWARDS 

July 2025 
 
14. BALLARAT SHOW 

November 2025 
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2023 – 2024 MEMBERS LIST 

S Adsett-Brown J Aganetti B Aitchison C Ampt 

R Angus T Armeni L Austin M Barry 

J Barty J Beaton K Beckett GP Bingley 

M Blampey A Boatman C&D Boyd N Brand 

D&M Brumfield S Burton M Butler X Byrne 

T Campana D Candy N Cartledge S Chant 

C Chapman JH Chapman GLT Clarke B Cluff 

L Collins M Collins C Coltman P Conroy 

W Coutts K Crook M Daffey M Daunt 

R Daunt E Davis J Davis G Dehnert 

J Dehnert L Dehnert M Dickinson H Draffin 

M Drinnan P Dunn R Dunn J Dunstan 

C Eagle GE Elsom D Evans B Fahy 

MG & JA Farley E Ferguson T Ferguson G Fisken 

P Fisken M Fitgerald P Fitzgerald P Flanagan 

K Fleay M Forbes M Ford P Franklin 

P Fraser S Fraser JE Freeman B Gallagher 

K Gallagher L Gallagher M Gallagher O Gallagher 

A Gaunt R Gay E Glasgow S Glen 

K Greenbank R Grieve C Grills H Gurnett 

P Haans N Hand J Harbour A Harris 

W Harrison K&P Hartwich P Hartwich G Harvey 

M Hawke A Hayes A Heath E Hicks 

G Hicks S Higgs M Hill JW Hinton 

A Hives P Hogan D Hopkins R Ireland 

N Jones R Jones T Jorgensen R Kelson 

C Kennedy P Kirk R & N Kirk A Knight 

J&J Knight BA Lea V Little M Lovik 

D Lowing J Lucas D Lutz J MacGill 

M Mangione B McAllister D McCaw C McCrow 

C McGauchie D McKay JR & RJ McKay G McKenzie 

R McKinnon A McLachan K McLinden W McNabb 

W McRae B Menhennet I Menhennet M Menhennet 
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2023 – 2024 MEMBERS LIST (Continued) 
 
R Menhennet R Menhennet K Methven T Mibus 

R&S Miller C Molesworth E Molesworth J Molesworth 

I Morris D Morrison J Nadin G Nelis 

T Nevett J Noble D Notman G Notman 

T Oats C Parker G Philips J Philips 

G Phillips D Pickles B Pipcorn I&J Plumridge 

J Plush R Pollock J Poulton L Price 

L&J Quick M Righetti D Rogers S Rohan 

B Rolfe D Ross D Ross L Ross 

T Ross W Ross T Runting W Russell 

ML Sanders M Savage T Schwencke I Selkirk 

A Sellars-Jones A Shanahan B Shanahan C Silcock 

S Silcock I Skehan A Smith R Smith 

J Stephen M Thomas B Thomson B Tippett 

R Tippett J Tischler C Trickey A Turney 

J Versloot J Wakeling C Walton J&J Walton 

P Walton H Weatherly N Weir D Weitman 

R Welton M Wheaton J White R White 

RT White P Whykes RC Wilkie E Wilkinson 

A Wilson D Wilson A Wright H Wright 

L Wrigley S Zammit   

 

Total Members = 214 

 

 
Grand Parade 

2023 Ballarat Show 


